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2025 Summer Camp Faith Experience

Hiroki Nakamura 2025 Summer Camp Helper

This year’s summer camp marked my first time returning as a helper and the nurse in charge in about eight
years. My cousin Seira, participated in this camp as a nun this year.

Seira and I have been involved with this summer camp since elementary school. We continued to serve together
as helpers through high school and even after graduating.
Returning to this camp with Seira as Sr. Seira and me as a parent fills me with a deep sense of nostalgia, wonder
and gratitude. To me, Faith is a great source of strength though it is invincible, I can truly feel it. I feel faith
most deeply during this camp.

The theme for this year is “Become the Person of Hope”. Reflecting on my experiences as a participant,
I recall the numerous individuals who ignited a spark of hope within me. When I was in elementary school,
Mercy came to Okinawa as a Lay Missionary. In middle school, I met other priests and sisters from Vietnam. In
College, I met Fr. Wayne who is now our Bishop in the Diocese. All of these people,
who came to Okinawa at different times, were guiding lights for me. They taught me
so much about the true meaning of Faith, Hope and Love. Thanks to those guiding
lights. I've been able to forge my own path and establish a foundation of faith. The
brothers and sisters I met at summer camp are the treasures in my life-gifts of love from
God. I am truly grateful for these encounters from the bottom of my heart. Now, the
joy and inspiration I experience through this camp as a parent and Seira as a Sister,
we both hope to become a guiding light for the next generation passing on Faith, Hope
and Love.

Message of Gratitude - Summer Camp 2025

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,

We have had a truly wonderful Summer Camp this year, and I would like to take a moment to express my
heartfelt gratitude to the Diocese of Naha—especially to all parishioners, volunteers, youth, and everyone who
contributed to making this camp a reality. Your support, prayers, and generous contributions made this event a
joyful and faith-filled experience for our children and young people.

This year's camp was centered on the theme: “Become a Person of Hope.”

Through various activities, prayers, studies, and plays, our children and youth learned how to be sources of
hope in their families, their parishes across the Naha Diocese, and in the wider world.

May the spirit of hope continue to grow in our hearts and guide all that we do. Together, let us nurture a community
where each of us becomes a beacon of hope, reflecting God’s light and love to those around us.

With deep gratitude and every blessing,
2025 Summer Camp Director Fr. Joseph Bui
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