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Interview at the Catechism Class, Asato Catholic Church

This 1s an interview with an attendee from Yomitan Catholic Church (YCC).

Interviewer :What inspired you to attend the Catechism Class and how do you deal with the Japanese
language barrier?

Attendee: For inspiration, I follow the words of Pope Francis. He said that to share God's love with the world
requires action and service. And that we cannot just sit around and wait for other people to fulfill our vocation.
Love is dynamic, it goes out of itself. The person who loves does not just sit in an armchair watching and waiting
for the world to improve. Instead, he or she "with enthusiasm and simplicity gets up and goes. I consulted the
YCC Japanese parishioners about Pope Francis' words and some immediately volunteered to attend the
catechism class. To deal with the language barrier, I video record each session. And upload it to YouTube under
the name “Isa Nago” so that anyone can watch it. After I hear it a few times I can understand it better.

Interviewer : What did you learn in the Catechism Class?

Attendee: In addition to formal presentations I have learned that Japanese Catholics have a very deep faith.
They love Jesus very much and will do His mission to spread God’s love (words) to others. We pray that all the
churches in Okinawa act in unison and be like Yonabaru Catholic Church and have a Gospel ministry coordina-
tor to help the Parish Priest lead God’s mission. The catechism classes are about the story of Catholic, the Jewish
and the Islamic religions. In addition are lectures on reading the Bible, the role of the Holy Spirit, about the birth
of Jesus and his upbringing. And Sr. Nakamura’s lectures that reflected the words of Pope Francis that I spoke
above.

Interviewer : What improvements do you think are needed to enhance the Catechist Class?

Attendee:

a) Since the Japanese Catholics have a deep faith and are ready to share God’s love to others, the lectures
should focus on sharing God’s mission like what Sister Nakamura is already doing.

b) The lecture should come with written materials. They should not be more than one hour. They should
focus on the Catechist required knowledge for teaching catechumen about baptism, confirmation and
first communion.

c¢) Questions and answers should be limited to 30 minutes or less and another 30 minutes for group sharing.

d) Sharing should focus on some problems in Okinawa about evangelization. Such as, no one answers the
church’s phone when someone calls; not having a Japanese mass always; no action for Gospel ministry in
order to increase the number of Japanese Catholics; evangelization around each church's neighborhood
and a lack of empowerment of the Japanese community to take responsibility for their church.

e) Put emphasis in the church work for God’s love to Japanese people.

f) Foreign Catholics should be allowed to have English masses if they are needed. They should come to under-
stand God’s mission in Okinawa.

Attendee: Mr. Ben Kogachi  Interviewer: Mr. Shimobe
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g 550 (2024 F) YVv—F v 7DEHSE
T—< D « « < RFElCED > Ta Praying for our tomorrow

H #E (Schedule)
*hEE (MVEE3~6FE): 8H2H (&) ~ 8H4H (H) (Elementary: August 2- 4)
5{F (Opening) : 13:00 ~ / fi#EY (Closing) : 12:00

*HE /BRE:8H9H (£) ~8H 11 H (H) (Junior/Senior High: Aug. 9-11)
%13 (Opening) : 13:00 ~ / &l (Closing) : 12:00

15 PR (Place) BBHBRERIv I3y E—F (EH) (Mission Beach)
ShN&E (Participants)
AUy IDEILERITTWSZE (REL PIEEAEZRATWSIE)

(Received the Sacrament of Baptism; Received the First Communion)
&hn& (Participating Fee)

INEE : (Grade School) 1,000 M IS4 : (Junior & Senior High)1,500 M
RBNEIBIRE L TEEFLADTT TELIEZ L,

(Once the registration form is received the participating fee cannot be returned)

EHiAABAR (Registration Period)
20247 H 208 (+) * #oHUID ESF
2024 July 20 (deadline of submission)
HREWS DS (For Inquiry) /
It 7 « 71 #5 (Summer Camp Priest In-Charge: Fr. Joseph. BUI ) +
Cel. 080-3995-1909 (i#%%#)

7RH 158 (A) NIL—-ffER (REHR) 1 0K~
July 15th Helpers training, Asato Catholic Church, from 10AM

7H28H (B) : Xizlg 13 FbHS~ (RHESTEHEVWLET)
July 28th General cleaning will be started from 1PM
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