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May, the Month of Mary our Mother

By: Fr. Francis Nguyen Duc Tien

There are several Feast Days dedicated to Mary, our Mother and among these feast days my favorite 1s the
month of May. In my 15 years of priesthood in the diocese, I happened to be assigned to two parishes dedicated
to the Blessed Mother. The Cathedral dedicated to the Immaculate Heart of Mary and at present here at Asato
Church dedicated to Mary, Health of the Sick. In these two churches we held the May procession with special
ceremonies that included rose-offering, praying and singing. Children were dressed up like angels bringing with
them a basket full of rose’s petals. They tossed the petals for Mary while the altar-boys offered incense to Mary
as we passed at each station. The atmosphere was spiritually solemn.

To give that day more meaning, we held the May Procession on the same day as Mother's Day. As Catholics, we
also honor Mary as our mother and offer her our special gifts through offering beautiful roses and prayers. The
children who offered rose petals to Mary still remember the beauty of that May Procession. I hope and pray that
their devotion to our Mother Mary may remain for the rest of their lives.

Furthermore, the Church is also celebrating the Feast of the Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary on May 31st.
As Mary carried Jesus while in her womb and went in haste to visit her cousin Elizabeth who was also with child,
so during this month we also joined Mary in visiting families.  Learning from Mary, we carried Christ in our
hearts visiting some families bringing with us her statue. When we entered the house, we read the Gospel
according to Luke (1: 39-56) and followed by a short explanation and sharing. After praying twenty Hail Mary, I
blessed the house and the family members. And at the end, we have snacks together while listening to their
different faith stories. Through this visit, many people who could not go to Church or who are non-Catholics
came to know Mary and the Church. I told them that even if they did not go to Church to meet Jesus and Mary,
Jesus and Mary never forgets them. Welcoming them to come and visit their family, bring peace and joy by
opening their hearts to everyone. Through this visitation I came to know their families on a personal level and so
I was able to journey with them more closely.

Since the Corona pandemic happened, we postponed visiting families especially during May. Some parishioners
approached me and said they want to do it again soon after the situation gets better.

I hope and pray that one day we can again join Mary, our mother, in carrying Jesus together to visit many
families in our parish. I hope that these experiences are not just nice memories of the past. But can be renewed
every month of May, the Month of Mary. Offering prayers, roses and good deeds to Mary everywhere, we once
again allow Mary and Jesus to come and visit our own hearts and the families we visit bringing them Peace, Hope
and Joy.
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