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2025 New Year’'s Message
“If we Anchor our Hope in God, everything will be a Blessing”

Dear Brothers and Sisters of Naha Diocese,

Happy New Year! As we start the year 2025, I want to wish you and your family a very prosperous
new year. Every 25 years the Catholic church celebrates a Jubilee Year, which we call a Holy
Year. During the Holy Year 2025 there will be events in Japan to deepen our faith and
strengthen our bonds with the Lord. Your pastor will explain to you how the Jubilee Year will
be celebrated in our diocese. The theme of the Holy Year is: “Pilgrims of Hope!” Pope Francis
feels strongly that the world is very much in need of hope. In the Bible, 1 Corinthians 13:13,
it states that there are three things that will last forever: faith, hope, and love. While we learn
about faith and love, we may not know much about the virtue of hope. To have a better understanding
of the virtue of hope, and in line with the theme of the Holy Year, I have chosen the words, “If
we Anchor our Hope in God, everything will be a Blessing” as the aim for Naha Diocese this
year.

There are two scriptural texts that are very helpful to understand the virtue of hope. The
first is Hebrews 6:18-19. “We who have found safety with him are greatly encouraged to hold
firmly to the hope placed before us. We have this hope as an anchor for our lives. It is safe and
sure, and goes through the curtain of the heavenly temple into the inner sanctuary”. Based on
this scriptural text the symbol of hope in the church has always been the anchor. A boat tossed
on the sea is a symbol of the pilgrim church. It may also be interpreted as a symbol of our individu-
al journeys. Anchoring our life in God is the only sure way to be able to survive any storms or
disasters that we may encounter.

The second text is Isaiah 40:31: “Those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength.
They will soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not grow weary; they will walk and not
be faint.” In other words, those who hope in the Lord will be blessed in every way during their
lifetimes. It does not mean that we will not have problems. But even when we have problems,
God will be at our side to help us. For example, many people during the height of the Covid
pandemic lost hope that things would return to normal again. But others who trusted and
placed their hopes in God, knew that He would never abandon us. Anchoring our hopes in
God allows us to see things and events with a different perspective. This leads us along a path
of trust in God where everything becomes a blessing.

Have a wonderful New Year. May it be filled with God’s love and his peace. As Pilgrims
of Hope let us anchor ourselves in God and let the New Year be filled with every blessing.

Bp.Wayne F. Berndt
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